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Fact Sheet
Emergency Management Training Program
Sponsorship Process
Background:

The sponsorship process helps ensure HSEM reaches its target audience and
validates the training track selected is appropriate for the student’s role in
emergency management. This process is designed to increase the
professionalism of those individuals accepted into HSEM’s emergency
management training program and focus limited resources to those individuals
who directly support local and state emergency management efforts in the field.
Program sponsorship is administered in a tiered manner and approved at the
county level.

Sponsorship also provides an experienced professional local emergency
manager point of contact to the student for networking and hands on emergency
management support. This approach helps ensure those seeking training and
certification are actually working in a role aligned to their jurisdiction’s emergency
operations plan and are part of the overall emergency management system.

Individuals who want to learn more about how to become involved in the
emergency management profession, may want to start with, or be directed to,
FEMA'’s online independent study courses and/or volunteer opportunities in their
community. Once an individual has an actual role or involvement in their
jurisdiction’s emergency management planning, preparedness, and response
efforts, these individuals are encouraged to seek sponsorship for future
admittance to the program.

How to Obtain Sponsorship:

Interested individuals not appointed by their jurisdiction as the city, county, tribal
emergency management director, deputy director, assistant director or
coordinator or state agency emergency management representative, must obtain
an approved sponsorship prior to taking classroom courses included in two of
HSEM’s emergency management training tracks. HSEM asks city emergency
management directors/deputy directors to consult with their county emergency
management director, who will sign and submit a sponsorship form for those
individuals who are not city, county, or tribal emergency managers. This
requirement does not apply to cities of the first class.

Click on this link to get a sponsorship form



http://cm.dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/training/Documents/HSEM%20EM%20Certification%20and%20Certificate%20Sponsorship%20Form%20Final%20v.1%205-17-2013.pdf
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Upon receipt of a signed sponsorship form, HSEM will notify the applicant of their
formal acceptance into the state’s Emergency Management Training Program.

Individuals’ eligible for the State Agency, Response and Support Personnel
certificate interested in pursuing the higher-level Emergency Management
Certification must obtain an approved sponsorship before continuing in the
certification track.
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